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September 11th this year marks the ten year anniversary of the terroristõs at-

tacks on our country and way of life.  We can certainly remember where we 

were and what we were doing on that day.  As you recall, many houses of wor-

ship opened their doors immediately for prayer and support.  The office of the 

President declared a solemn day of prayer to include memorial services by eve-

ryone in this country.  There was a heightened awareness of God.  Some de-

clared in anger what others might be feeling ñ asking where was God during 

this time?  Despite those declarations, religious services began to increase in numbers and there 

seemed to be a binding together of persons looking for meaning surrounding this grave event.   

Ten years later, I believe, all of us continue to struggle with those actions and subsequent events 

that continue to terrorize innocent persons.   We can pray not only for help dealing with our 

losses, but also pray to find specific ways to promote healing in our community and country.  It 

is hard to move forward from any trauma without first coming to terms with that reality, as 

well as those facts and feelings that surround it.  We can now, as a community of believers pray 

for all those who sacrificed and continually sacrifice for us.  We can pray with sincere intention 

that persons who have lost their faith can come to the realization that God is always present to 

them.  We can also ask God to hasten our own healing so that we can be a light to others de-

spite the uncertainties in our lives.  We can be certain that God is a faithful God and will not 

leave us.    This would be a beautiful way to spend our prayer time. 
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Empowered by the Holy 
Spirit to be faithful dis-
ciples of Jesus, St. Jamesõ 
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through worship, wit-
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Ruth+ 

Terror No More 

òO LORD, you will hear the desire of the meek; you will strengthen their heart, you will 
incline your ear to do justice for the orphan and the oppressed, so that those from earth 
may strike terror no moreó (Psalm 10:17-18, NRSV).  

September 11  September 17  

All are invited to the Fall Picnic on September 11 - burgers, hotdogs, all the fixings and drinks will be pro-

vided.  Please bring a salad, baked beans or a dessert.  Contact Bill Iber  at (703) 780-0085 if you have any 

questions. The picnic will also be the time for Sunday School Sign Up.  You may also sign up for Sunday 

School (for children ages 3 and up ) by calling the church office (703) 780-3081 or see Rev. Walsh.  Adult 

classes start September 18, Children's Sunday School classes will begin October 2. 

BBQ & Yard Sale 

October 15  
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This month, in my continuing series of articles about òHow St. Jamesõ Worksó, I 
want to discuss how we determine what to pay our Rector.  We actually follow a 
rather detailed set of written guidelines from the Diocese entitled òCompensation 
and Benefit Guidelines for the Diocese of Virginia.ó  The Guidelines cover not just 
the annual salary, but also such things as a housing allowance, social security self-
employment tax (SECA), pension fund contribution, housing equity allowance, dis-
ability insurance, health insurance, life insurance, sabbatical leave, reimbursements 
for mileage and  continuing education, and reimbursement for professional meeting 
fees. 
 

The above may seem rather abstract, so let me give you a hypothetical example.  Let us say that our ongoing 
Search Committee recommends to the Vestry a married priest with children and 8 years of experience.  
What should we offer that person, using those Guidelines?  Hereõs how it would fall out: 
 

   Annual Compensation:  $67,000, consisting of a Cash Salary of $35,000, a Housing Allowance of 
$27,900 (fair market rental value of rectory; includes utilities), and SECA of $4,100. 
Of course the salary and housing allowance would be negotiable, but those numbers would be our starting 
point. 

Pension:  $12,060   (18% of Annual Compensation; complies with CPF requirements) 
Healthcare:  Full family - $14,000 per year 
Dental Option:  Full family ð $1200 per year 
Housing Equity:  Negotiable after first year (if Rectory used by Priest). 
Vacation Time:  Four (4) Weeks (including four (4) Sundays) ($1200 cost to St. James for 
Supply Clergy) 
Sick Time:  Two (2) Sundays ($600 cost to St. Jamesõ for Supply Clergy) 
Continuing Education:  Two (2) Weeks (including two (2) Sundays) (($600 cost to St. 

Jamesõ for Supply Clergy) 
Continuing Education Budget: $500 
Sabbatical Provision:  Yes, after five (5) to seven (7) years service (Negotiable) 

Travel/Auto Account:  Mileage at IRS business rate 
Travel/Auto Budget: $400 
Other Professional Account:  Annual Diocesan Council Meeting ($700 budgeted for 3 atten-

dees); annual Diocesan Clergy Retreat ($175 budgeted) 
Additional Compensation Note:  Group Life Insurance; Short and Long Term Disability In-

surance 
 

So while it would appear that an annual cash salary of $35,000 being offered is a modest income at 
best in this high-cost ðof living ðarea, the actual cost to St. Jamesõ when all the allowances, reimbursements, 
and benefits are added in amounts to almost $100,000.  Something to think about when figuring out your 
pledge offering during our Fall Stewardship campaign! 

 

Faithfully yours, 

St. Jamesõ  
Episcopal Church 

Mount Vernon 
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FROM THE JUNIOR  WARDEN  

Bob 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 2011  

òIt is useless to pray for more knowl-
edge, power or faith until you  

begin to use what you have already.ó  

 
~Henry Bucklew  

Volunteers are needed to serve on the Stewardship Committee.  Work 

will begin in early September.  Call or see Bill Iber (703) 780-0085. 
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SENIOR  WARDEN CORNER  

Bill 

September 11 is our Church Picnic and Sunday School Sign Up.  Families interested in 

Sunday School for their kids ages 3 and up should sign up for classes at the picnic, contact the Church Office call (703) 780
-3081 send email to office@stjamesmv.org  or speak with Rev. Walsh.  Sunday School classes will start October 2 at 
9:00am. 

As with school, St. Jamesõ program year is about to start.  The final Mission of the Quarter for 2011, social and worship 
special events and hopefully the beginning of a new Church School year are all in the near future. 
 
All of our efforts are spent in anticipation of drawing the right priest to accept a call to St. James sometime in the first 
quarter of 2012.  With all these activities going on and planned for the future program year, we will be looking with 
great expectation to our Stewardship Campaign to insure our plans do become a reality. 
 
The expectations are with regard to your heart and its desire to make St. James a beacon for Christ in the Mount 
Vernon Community and beyond.  Christ has given us the guidelines by which we are to open ourselves to His Word; 
to support the least of our brothers and sisters and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
 
Our support of St. James as a House of God and a mission to our community insures that the efforts in His name are lovingly and effectively 
carried out.  Many years ago people donated the fruits of their labors and gave livestock and produce to the church.  These offerings could be 
used directly to support the priest and his/her family as well as for the less fortunate.  Today most of us contribute in the form of our time, 
talents and treasure, i.e. the monetary results of our labors and savings. 
 
The Junior Wardenõs article in the newsletter this month provides an overview of one of our everyday expenses and the realities of our per-
sonnel salaries and benefits based on Diocesan and other professional organizations guidance.  Most important however is the guidance we 
get from God.  The Bible has long presented the tithe or 10% of our annual earnings as the minimum we should give in support of the work in 
Godõs name.  Of course we all are in different conditions during this economically trying time, but where should we put the first fruits of our 
labors?  How about to the one who loves and cares for us and provides for our health and well being ð God. 
 
We all contribute to many organizations that conduct charitable work in our community and the world, so this effort should also count to-
ward our goal of giving.  But there is something much more important than the amount which must be considered with our individual situa-
tions, and that is our willingness and desire to thank God for all the many blessings to us and our families and the home, this great land, he 
has provided. 
 
Let us all cheerfully praise and thank God for all His many mercies and the promise made through His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
In His service,  

Quilt Raffle 
Get your Raffle Tickets to win one of two beautiful quilts handmade with love by Mary Whitehouse.  
You can get 6 tickets for $5 or 15 tickets for $10.  Raffle will be held on September 17 at the Art  & Craft 
Fair.  You may purchase tickets from any Vestry member or after the 10:15am service during coffee hour.  

òButterfliesó is done in natural colors (greens, 
pinks, golds and blues) and  òTwirlsó is done in 
bold black, rust and cream.   
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MUSIC NOTES  

The Many Sounds of Praise 

During September, we will praise the Lord with music from different times and sources. We will con-

tinue to sing some of the favorite hymns we have sung for many years.  Through these hymns we are 

reminded that the God of our childhood is still our God of today!  They offer a familiarity and comfort.  

We will also begin to broaden our musical horizons and sing different contemporary styles of music.  

These hymns give us the opportunity to praise God in the present and look to the future.   

 

òPraise, my soul, the King of heavenó (Hymn #410) was written in the latter part of the 18th century, yet 

it is still a hymn that we love to sing.  Iõm sure the soaring òAlleluia, alleluiaó chorus at the end of each 

stanza has something to do with that!  òAll hail the power of Jesusõ nameó (Hymn 450), another hymn 

written around the same time period, is a favorite of many.  Throughout this hymn we sing òcrown him 

Lord of all!ó eleven times!  Many of us remember these hymns from our younger days.  They are a comfort 

and a reminder that God is still here with us! 

 

òWe all are one in missionó is one of our newer hymns.  Written by The Rev. Howard M. Edwards, III, 

(b. 1955) Pastor of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Rockford, Illi-

nois, and copyrighted by Hope Publishing Company in 1986, this 

hymn is included in our Episcopal supplement, Wonder, Love and 

Praise.  Through this hymn, we sing of our òmissionó to spread the 

news of God to the people of today using the language of today.   

On September 11th, we will conclude our service with the popular 

òLet there be peace on earth.ó  This song was written by a hus-

band-wife team, Sy Miller and Jill Jackson, in 1955 to create a cli-

mate for world peace and understanding.  It is also a reminder 

that òwith God as our Fatheró we each must take personal respon-

sibility for the future of our world. 

 

As we venture into this future, let us spread the Good News of the 

Kingdom of God with the many sounds of praise! 

Children are Musical 

Young Musicianõs Time will begin on Sunday, September 18, from 11:30 to 11:45am in the Music 

Room.  Designed for youth ages 3-7, this will be a time of learning and enjoying musical skills.  Our 

aim is to prepare youth to participate in the music of our worship service, and to eventually offer 

their musical gifts.  Jesus said, òLet the little children come unto me.ó  We say, òLetõs make a joyful 

noise unto the Lord!ó 

Choir Rehearsals Resume 
Chime Choir and Sanctuary Choir will resume rehearsals on Thursday, September 8.  

PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF THE NEW DAY AND TIMES!  Chime Choir rehearsal will begin 

at 6:30pm in the Sanctuary immediately followed by Sanctuary Choir rehearsal at 7:00pm in 

the Music Room!  Thought of joining either choir?  Now is the perfect time!  All skill levels 

are welcome.  Come praise the Lord with singing and ringing! 
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Lord, in your mercy,  hear 
our prayers é 

 
 

For the Safety and Protec-
tion of the Men and  
Women in or serving with 
our Armed Forces: 
Especially those who serve in harmõs 

way in Afghanistan & Iraq; Tim; SSG 

James Dyer; Leon Hinton; SGT Scott 

Keegan; Seth Cole; Tony Mitchell; 

William Clement; PFC Shawn Dunlap; 

Bill Door, PV2 Ferris F. Young, COL 

Michael Setnor, CW2 Carl Bourland, 

Philip Bock, LT Jay MacPeak, Jim 

White and all those injured or 

wounded. 

 
 

Strength, Guidance  
and/or Healing for: 
Daniel Gustav King, Cliff & Muriel, 

Agnes, Betty, Christine, Marty, Helen, 

Holt, Scott, Matthew, Larry Lisle, Fox 

Family, Harriet, Mona, Deepak, Ruby, 

Pam, Robert, Paul, Bill, Amy, Esther, 

Peggy, Jason, Karen, Stephanie, Vir-

ginia Riggs Berno, Oliver, Meredith, 

Reyna, Jim & Linda, Michelle, Evelyn, 

Meridith, Phillip, Karen, Lisa and her 

family, Justin, Sara, Denise Douvlos, 

Nora, Argery, Pete, Vickyõs Father, 

Muriel Sue 

 
 

Thanksgiving for: 
Our St. Jamesõ family and for all that is 

gracious in our lives, revealing the im-

age of Christ.   

 
 

 

Special Prayer for the Parish: 
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers 
for this parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the peni-
tent.  Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one 
heart and mind within your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRAYERS  

For the Calling of a Rector: 
 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift:  Look graciously on your church, and so guide the 
minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish that we may receive a faithful 
pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

September 
 1 George Holthaus 
 3 Marshall Braden 
 7 Andy De La Cour 
 9 Don McConnell 
13 Everett Post 
14 Naomi Iber 
21 Patrick McConnell 
22 Sean McConnell 
24 Lora Jane Lisle 
28 Nancy Mow Sherick 
29 Marty Kiefer 
30 Allan Bramley  

September 1, 1984 
Bob & Amy Chalfant 

Faith 
I will not doubt, though all my ships at sea  

Come drifting home with broken masts and sails;  

I will believe the hand which never fails,  

From seeming evil worketh good to me.  

And, though I weep because those sails are battered,  

Still will I cry, while my best hopes lie shattered,  

òI trust in Thee.ó  

 
ñElla Wheeler Wilcox  

Seek to Please 
Shift your prayer life from òPlease, Godó to òPlease God.ó Take the comma out of those two words 
when you pray, and transition your praying from asking God for things to asking God for the 
pleasure of Godõs pleasure.  
ñHomiletics  
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Our Thursday Book Club will start up again on, September 22, 
12:30pm in Braxton Hall.  Please bring a lunch if you wish and  join us. 
 
Selections for the Fall & Winter are: 
 
Victoriaõs Daughters by Jarrod Packard 
One of Ours by Willa Cather 
Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen 
House Rules by Jodi Picoult 
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 

BULLETIN BOARD  

Someone Who Cares 
]Itõs easy to become discouraged when we 
pause to consider the needs all around us. 
So many worthy causes and pressing con-
cerns require action. What can one person 
with limited resources accomplish?  
 
Theodor Geisel (a.k.a. Dr. Seuss) said: 
òUnless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, 
nothing is going to get better. Itõs not.ó  
 
Weõre most effective and fulfilled when we 
put our God-given talents and resources into areas he has uniquely 
shaped our hearts to be passionate for. Passion is the key. If you 
want to make a difference, find something you care a òwhole awful 
lotó about and then dive in.  

Divine Forgiveness 
For humans, forgetfulness can be frustrat-
ing and worrisome. Yet it can be a blessing 
to be able to forget certain things. 
 
The late professor and author Gerhard E. 
Frost noted that òforgiveness is a beautiful form 
of forgetfulnessó ñ a heaven-sent absent-
mindedness. 
  
For what is failure to forgive but the refusal 
to release a memory of someoneõs hurtful actions? Only by releasing 
old grudges and choosing to forget past wrongs can we find peace. For 
help, we can look to God as the ultimate example of òforgettingó sins.  

A Note from Evelyn Morgan 

Dear Friends at St. James 
Itõs hard to know here to begin to thank you for all of your caring thoughts and 

prayers these last three months.  I feel so blessed.  And your visits, phone calls, letters and 
wonderful cards were the high lights of those days.  The altar flowers were also a cheery and 
beautiful sight, admired by everyone ð in fact one day the 5:30am nurse woke me up not 
only with a pill, but also to talk about the flowers! 

Itõs a joy to be at home and with help of a visiting therapist and my òhouse-
husband.ó   I am making some progress in regaining strength. 

     With love and thanks to all, 
      Evelyn 

Follow Godõs Lead 
Have you ever watched a well-trained dog walk with its master? 
On or off a leash, the dog will slow or quicken its pace, turn left or 
right, or immediately stop at the soft command of his masterõs 
voice.  
 
Such isnõt the case with my pooch. Either heõs straining ahead or 
lagging behind, darting after a bird or stubbornly lingering over an 
interesting scent. He isnõt content to follow my lead.  
 
Sometimes that latter scene resembles my own walk with God. At 
times, I rush ahead or lag behind, veer to the right or stumble to the 
left, oblivious of my Masterõs pace and direction. How much better 
to walk closely with God and let him 
lead!  
 
òO LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like 
you in heaven above or on earth beneath, keep-
ing covenant and steadfast love for your ser-
vants who walk before you with all their 
heartó (1 Kings 8:23, NRSV). 
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FUN AT SHRINE MONT  

SMILE! 


