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Dear Friends,  

This past month we have had difficult weather and other affects of storms and 

earth quakes.  Those of us who lived through it relatively unscathed can feel 

grateful.  However, there are many people who have a real problem with their 

basements.   Many of those people are members of St. James.  As much as we try 

to contact you to see if you are alright we may have missed you or another per-

son.  If you have an emergency, please call the church office, we have a group of people who are 

willing to reach out to help. 
 

On October 23, 2011, we will say good-bye to our wonderful organist and choir director, Denise 

Symonds.  She talks about her leave taking on page 4.  I would like to add that her presence and 

gifts have added greatly to our overall worship experience.  Please join me to thank Denise and 

wish her a bright and musical future.  There will be a reception following the 10:15am service on 

October 23. 
 

In the next few weeks you will be receiving mail from the Stewardship Committee regarding 

the budget for next year.  I donõt like to talk about money and am stubborn about not preaching 

on it.  However, the reality is that next year is going to be tight because of the calling of your 

new Rector.  Although the funds may sound like a large amount of money, it isnõt so much given 

the responsibilities that are required of a Rector.  I was called part-time and the concerns of the 

parish have called me to work more hours than I contracted.  This is voluntary on my part.  

Most full time priests end up working six days a week and frequently donõt take a day off.   In 

order to have a healthy, mutual ministry it will be important to encourage the permanent Rec-

tor to take care of him or herself.  When that is understood and encouraged by all, other matters 

seem to take care of themselves.  Being tired all the time doesnõt help a spiritual leader be fresh, 

exercise their pastoral ministry and preach. 
 

On a last note, I entered the sanctuary the last Sunday in September and was saddened at the 

low attendance.  I wondered where everyone went.  I learned that sixteen people werenõt there 

because of an opportunity to participate in a weekend that they had won.  Yeah!  I was con-

cerned then about those who were sick.  Lastly I wondered about the others.  Has the energy 

diminished?   On the last matter please let me know if you are losing heart, faith or both.  I am 

concerned. 
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St. James   

Mission Statement 
 

Empowered by the Holy 
Spirit to be faithful dis-
ciples of Jesus, St. Jamesõ 
serves as a beacon of 
Godõs love and as a car-
ing Christian family for 
the community, the na-
tion and the world by 
seeking to restore all to 
unity with God and one 
another and by pro-
claiming the Good News 
through worship, wit-
ness, education, fellow-
ship and service. Ruth+ 

Living By Son-Light 
Some of our days seem very dark. Sickness, the death of a loved one, the loss of a job or 
another struggle overshadows life. In our despair, it can be difficult to sense Godõs pres-
ence. If God were here, we reason, surely heõd be shining his light on our dark circumstances. 

 

When life is bright and joyous, itõs easy to sense God; the sun becomes a natural metaphor for Godõs Son, 
Jesus, the Light of the world. But even on cloudy days, the sun still shines, its presence not bound by our 
limited vision. And in the darkest night, the sun remains; the warmth it gave before dusk lingers, enough 
to preserve us into the dawning of a new day. Sometimes we even catch its reflection in the moon. 

 

òWeeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morningó (Psalm 30:5b, NRSV). Trust in God; 
even in lifeõs dark times, the Son still shines!  
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I donõt know about you, but I find the Fall Season to be my favorite season of 
the year.  It must have something to do with my childhood (living for my Jr. 
High School years at Fort Belvoir); anyhow as a Boy Scout Patrol Leader I 
spent many an enjoyable weekend camping in the Shenandoah National Park 
and I have vivid memories of the fall colors. 
 
Fall is also the time when a lot of planning takes place at St. James for the 
coming year.  Bill, our Senior Warden, in his article mentions the Steward-
ship campaign.  Here are a couple of others for which I have some responsibilities: 
 
First, we must find at least four members of the Congregation who will be willing to stand for elec-
tion to the Vestry ð the election takes place at our January Annual Meeting.  I encourage you to 
give this service to the congregation your serious consideration.  Vestry service is a rewarding ac-
tivity that typically involves one 2-hour (or so!) meeting a month, chair of a committee in some 
cases, about  5 Sunday services as the Vestry Person of the Day, and one or two parish activities for 
which you have oversight responsibilities.  Please let me know if you would be willing to put your 
name forward as a candidate.  By our Parish By-laws, our Vestry slate of candidates must be an-
nounced formally at least 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting, which is usually on the third Sun-
day of January.  Thanks in advance for your willingness to be considered! 
 
Second, we must put together a proposed budget for the coming year.  As Bill mentioned in his 
article in this St, Jamesõ Notes, we need to have sufficient pledges in place to support a full-time 
rector and part-time Direction of Christian Education (in addition to the staff we already have!), 
and thus your generous pledge is crucial.  But one more thing about your pledge ð we need to have 
it as early as possible this fall in order to put together a balanced budget.  If we donõt get it until 
next year some-time then while getting your pledge is great (!) it comes too late for the budget 
planning that must occur and be wrapped up by January 1.  So-o-o-o, I encourage you to get your 
pledge back to us as early as possible.  Again, thanks in advance for your understanding and help in 
getting this accomplished. 
 
As always, faithfully yours, 

St. Jamesõ  
Episcopal Church 

Mount Vernon 
 

The Diocese of Virginia 

The Rt. Rev. Shannon S.  
Johnston 

Diocesan Bishop 
 

The Rt. Rev. David  C. Jones 
Bishop Suffragan 

 

The Rt. Rev. Edwin F. "Ted" 
Gulick Jr. 

Assistant Bishop 
 

The Rev. Ruth D. Walsh 
Interim Rector 

 

Staff 

Jenny Kennedy 
Parish Admin 

Denise Symonds 
Director of Christian Music 

Director of Christian Education 

VACANT 

Norma Eberhardt 
Sexton 

Boahemaa Nketia 
Nursery Director 

 

Vestry 

Bill Iber 
Senior Warden 

Bob Fitz 
Junior Warden 

Elaine White 
Worship & Music 

Andy De La Cour 
Growth & Evangelism   

McKayla Braden 
Childrenõs & Youth Ministries 

Ann Chadwick 
Adult Christian Education 

Pat Rowell 
National & World Outreach  

John Thompson 
Community Life & Mission 

Larry Saiers 
Parish Care,  

Coordination & Communications 

Nancy Sherick 
Plant & Property 

Mary Blair 
Administration, Finances & Planning 

Laurie doCarmo 
Parish Events & Activities 

Mike Morgan 
Treasurer 

Barbara Riley 
Register 

 

Trustee 

Peg Iber 

Lib Mueller 

Ray Smith 

FROM THE JUNIOR  WARDEN  

Bob 

CHILDRENõS MINISTRY 

Children s Chapel 
A change is planned for the St. Jamesõ Chris-
tian Education Program.  Children's Chapel 
will be restored to the Sunday morning sched-
ule.  Beginning November 6, parents may 
bring their children (ages four to ten) to Brax-
ton Hall before the 10:15am Worship Ser-
vice.  During Chapel children will enjoy 
prayers, songs, Bible stories and les-
sons.   Children will be escorted into the 
Sanctuary during Announcement time to join 
their parents for Communion.  Younger chil-
dren, who stay in the nursery, may join Chil-
drenõs Chapel at the discretion of the Nursery Director.  Parents may collect nursery children at 
Announcement time for Communion.    Please call or email the Church office to sign your children 
up for Childrenõs Chapel.   
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St. Jamesõ fall program schedule is off to the races!  The Fall Parish Picnic was a big success thanks to all 
the helpers and cooks.  Lots of food was provided with the desserts the big favorite as always.  St. Jamesõ 
must have a sweet tooth. 
 

The Art and Craft Fair was busy with all kinds of beautiful things to admire and appreciate, not to mention 
an opportunity to pick up a few things for the coming Christmas season.  I canõt thank enough all those 
who worked so hard to make it a success!  Special thanks to the organizers ð Andy De La Cour, Ann 
Chadwick and Laurie doCarmo who put in many long hours to make it such a success.  Thanks to all who 
helped during the Fair and to the set up and clean-up crews that brought our church back to normal in a matter of hours.  As 
you can imagine, it takes a lot of people working together to make it happen. 
 

Growth and Evangelism has sent out over 3,600 cards to all the residents of Fort Belvoir to introduce them to St. James and in-
vite them to worship with us.  I think we have already seen some fruits of that effort.  Let us pray that we will be that beacon in 
our Parish Mission Statement and experience many new comers in the near future. 
 

We have more to come in the next month or two, so make sure to mark your calendars and also be sure to volunteer to help out 
in some way.  Here are a few of the upcoming events -  Blessing of the Animals - Sunday, October 2nd, 3:00pm; Bishop David 
Jones Visit - Sunday, October 9th, 8:00 & 10:15am;  Fall Barbeque and Yard Sale - Saturday, October 15th, 9:00amð 3:00pm;  Stew-
ardship Sunday -Sunday, October 23rd;  All Saints Sunday & Beginning of Childrenõs Chapel - Sunday, November 6th;   Night Out 
at the Theatre (LTA) - Tuesday, November 15th, 7:00pm;  Thanksgiving Eve Service & Stewardship Ingathering - Wednesday, 
November 23rd; and The Beginning of Advent - Sunday, November 27th. 
 

And somewhere in that schedule we might add a òMeet and Greetó gathering on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon at someoneõs 
home.    So, is your calendar full yet? 
 

Please bring your critters to the Blessing of the Animals and invite your neighbors to do the same.  Definitely be at services on 
October 9th as this will be Bishop Jones last visit to St. James as he retires next spring.  The Fall Barbeque and Yard Sale, a new 
event, should be fun for all.  The Brotherhood will be up all Friday night cooking the pork butts and you can rent a table spot to 
hold your own personal yard sale on the grounds.  Mention this to your neighbors so we have a great turnout of tables with lots 
of great things to buy. 
 

Finally I would like to say a few words about the upcoming Stewardship Campaign for 2012.  We have been very fortunate this 
year in that we have a part time Rector and no DCE to pay.  Next year should be very different with a full time Rector (~$100K+) 
and with our planned increase in children, the need for a part time DCE (~$12K+).  This will represent a significant increase in 
budget requirements of at least $50K if not more.  Please prayerfully consider where St. Jamesõ will be next year with a new Rec-
tor and, hopefully, a Sunday School full of children, and provide your most thankful support. 
 

In His service,  

SENIOR  WARDEN CORNER  

Bill 

MISSION OF THE QUARTER  

We have all just gone through a series of òeventsó (earthquake, hurricane, 9/11 Remembrance, etc.) which, I 
think, have emphasized to each of us our interdependencies. World and National Outreach has made some 
significant financial contributions to organizations attempting to address both National and International 
needs.  I would like to congratulate each and every member of our congregation on the parish's commitment 
to follow Jesus' command to care for our neighbors as ourselves. 
 

September was the last month of our quarterly mission to donate money for mosquito nets to the national 
church's program, Nets for Life. I do not know how much money has been donated to date but I think it is 
probably pretty impressive.  I encourage you to consider donating $12 more to help save lives from malaria.  I know we can do-
nate some more money to save some more lives. 
 

Our next quarterly mission is the Haitian Micah Project.  For $300 dollars we can sponsor a child for a year.  I encourage each 
of us to look in our hearts and wallets to see if we can give money to this cause.  As we all are aware, Haiti is one of the poorest 
nations on Earth.  Hunger, poverty, disease, and the other usual components of severe poverty are part of everyday life for the 
Haitian people.  In our next quarter's outreach, we have the opportunity to help one or more Haitian children.  I hope we can 
sponsor at least one  child, if not more. 
 

Thank you for all of the money you have donated to help spread the Christian message of caring for ones neighbors. 
 

Pat Rowell , World and National Outreach 

http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.429935282884.232738.99210272884&type=1
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MUSIC NOTES  

GOD S PLAN 
I canõt say that I have an inside as to what Godõs plan is for each of us.  I am definitely surprised 
when He sets forth a new plan for my life when I donõt really expect it.  Many times Iõm not 
ready for it and I go kicking and screaming.  But then I am reminded of a Bible verse from 
Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV); òFor I know the plans I have for you,ó declares the LORD, òplans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.ó  It is then that I know I must follow Godõs plan for 
me. 
 

My resignation as your Director of Christian Music certainly comes with mixed feelings.  I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my time at St. James.  The people are warm, gracious, caring and supportive.  You have deeply committed 
musicians that support the music program whole-heartedly.  You have wonderful resources and a great tradition established.  I 
will dearly miss being a part of the future that God has planned for you. 
 

God has called me to the position of Assistant Minister of Music at my home church, Trinity Episcopal Church, in Fredericks-
burg.  I am excited for the chance to serve alongside Dr. Chris Ryder, the Minister of Music.  I will assist him with choir re-
hearsals, playing for services and making plans to include our youth in the family-oriented 9:15am service.  I am grateful that 
God is giving me the opportunity to once again attend worship services with my husband, John, and daughter, Desiree.  It has 
been 13 years since we have been at the same church! 
 

My thoughts and prayers will be with you as you continue your search for new leadership.  I trust God also has unexpected 
plans for St. James.  Remember his words in Jeremiah 29:11, òFor I know the plans I have for you,ó declares the LORD, òplans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.ó  Thanks be to God! 

 

OCTOBER MUSIC  FROM BAPTISM, TO BISHOP S VISIT,  

TO LEAVE-TAKING 
October brings different occasions for music in our worship.  On October 2nd we will celebrate a 
Baptism!  The Sanctuary Choir will sing òI Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry.ó  This wonder-
ful contemporary hymn was written by John Ylvisaker, a contemporary composer from Moor-
head, Michigan.  He wrote this hymnõs gentle music to accompany a video on Baptism, called 
òReflections.ó  This hymnõs text reflects on Godõs watching over us from our baptism through 

our entire life.  The final phrase states, òI rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold.ó 
 

On October 9th, Bishop Jones will make his final visit to St. James.  Anne Smith will offer one of her masterful flute solos perfect 
for the occasion.  On October 16th, we will experience the hymn, òO Master, Let Me Walk With Theeó in a new way, as it will be 
sung by the rich voices of the Sanctuary Choir Men!  On October 23rd, we will hear both the Chime Choir and the Sanctuary 
Choir resound with joy for my final Sunday at St. James.  The Chime Choir is working on an Offertory piece entitled, òPraise the 
Savior, Ye Who Know Himó in which the melody will begin in the upper chimes and end in the lower chimes.  They are master-
ing the art of dynamics in learning this piece!  The Sanctuary Choir will sing a Communion anthem titled, òTogether at the Table 
of the Lord.ó  It concludes with the words, òNow gathered at your table, unite our hearts as one to share this holy moment just as 
others long have done. We will remember you, the body and the blood.  We share this holy moment now, together at the table of 
our Lord.ó  There is no better way to end our time than òTogether at the Table of the Lord!ó 

MANY THANKS! 
I offer my heartfelt thanks to all at St. James.  You have enriched my life!  I offer special 
thanks to John, who showed me the òropesó when I first came to St. James; to Ruth, Bill, 
Bob and Jenny, who have been so caring and supportive and kept me on task; to Amber 
and Anne who graced us with òspecial musicó every time I asked; and to the Sanctuary 
and Chimes choirs for their love, dedication, support and the wonderful gifts they have 
treasured me with.  I will thank God every time I remember you! 
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GOD S PLAN 
I canõt say that I have an inside as to what Godõs plan is for each of us.  I am definitely surprised 
when He sets forth a new plan for my life when I donõt really expect it.  Many times Iõm not 
ready for it and I go kicking and screaming.  But then I am reminded of a Bible verse from 
Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV); òFor I know the plans I have for you,ó declares the LORD, òplans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.ó  It is then that I know I must follow Godõs plan for 
me. 
 

My resignation as your Director of Christian Music certainly comes with mixed feelings.  I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my time at St. James.  The people are warm, gracious, caring and supportive.  You have deeply committed 
musicians that support the music program whole-heartedly.  You have wonderful resources and a great tradition established.  I 
will dearly miss being a part of the future that God has planned for you. 
 

God has called me to the position of Assistant Minister of Music at my home church, Trinity Episcopal Church, in Fredericks-
burg.  I am excited for the chance to serve alongside Dr. Chris Ryder, the Minister of Music.  I will assist him with choir re-
hearsals, playing for services and making plans to include our youth in the family-oriented 9:15am service.  I am grateful that 
God is giving me the opportunity to once again attend worship services with my husband, John, and daughter, Desiree.  It has 
been 13 years since we have been at the same church! 
 

My thoughts and prayers will be with you as you continue your search for new leadership.  I trust God also has unexpected 
plans for St. James.  Remember his words in Jeremiah 29:11, òFor I know the plans I have for you,ó declares the LORD, òplans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.ó  Thanks be to God! 
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Lord, in your mercy,  hear 
our prayers é 

 

 

For the Safety and Protec-

tion of the Men and  

Women in or serving with 

our Armed Forces: 
Especially those who serve in harmõs 

way in Afghanistan & Iraq: Tim; SSG 

James Dyer; Leon Hinton; SGT Scott 

Keegan; Seth Cole; Tony Mitchell; 

William Clement; PFC Shawn 

Dunlap; Bill Door, PV2 Ferris F. 

Young; COL Michael Setnor; CW2 

Carl Bourland; Philip Bock; Jim 

White; Captain John Morgan; Jordan 

OõReilly; Captain Pete Sherick and 

all those injured or wounded. 

 

 

Strength, Guidance  

and/or Healing for: 
Daniel Gustav King, Cliff & Muriel, 

Agnes, Betty, Christine, Marty, 

Helen, Holt, Scott, Matthew, Larry 

Lisle, Fox Family, Harriet, Mona, 

Deepak, Ruby, Pam, Robert, Paul, 

Bill, Amy, Esther, Peggy, Jason, 

Karen, Stephanie, Virginia Riggs 

Berno, Oliver, Meredith, Reyna, Jim 

& Linda, Michelle, Evelyn, Meridith, 

Phillip, Karen, Lisa and her family, 

Justin, Sara, Denise Douvlos, Nora, 

Argery, Pete, Vickyõs Father, Muriel 

Sue, Jim, Jay, Linda, Marcia, Pat  
 

 

Thanksgiving for: 
Our St. Jamesõ family and for all that is 

gracious in our lives, revealing the im-

age of Christ.   

 

Special Prayer for the Parish: 
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers 
for this parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the peni-
tent.  Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one 
heart and mind within your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRAYERS  

For the Calling of a Rector: 
 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift:  Look graciously on your church, and so guide the 
minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish that we may receive a faithful 
pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 

The Latin phrase Ecclesia semper reformanda est means òThe church is always reforming;ó 
implied is òAnd that is good!ó  

 

Ongoing change and growth are important for individuals, too, but for many of us, 
change is hard. Use this prayer poem to embrace positive change, safe in the arms of our 
unchanging God.  

 

  Cradle to grave ñ  

  How shall my life flow?  

  Always the same,  

  Never daring to grow? Since  

  GOD is the same, always faithful and near,  

  Iôm free to move forward in spite of my fear. Soé  

  Naming the Lord as my Power through strife, I  

  Go forth braving newness ñ in faith and in life!  
 

~Heidi Mann 

October 
4 Virginia Rose Barrett 
4 Joshua Charles Blair 
4           Amber Tussing 
6  Elizabeth Whitehouse 
10 Jonathan Krashevski 
10 Anna Krashevski 
19 Joy Lee Mansfield 
21 Catherine Keeley 
23 Natalie Walker 
25 Rick De La Cour 
26 Amanda Braden 

October 6, 1984 
Doug & Ellen Cleary 

 
October 7, 1982 

Don & Debby McConnell 
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Book Club meets Thursday at 12:30pm in Braxton Hall.  Please 
bring a lunch if you wish and  join us. 
 
Selections for the Fall & Winter are: 
 

Victoriaõs Daughters by Jarrod Packard 
One of Ours by Willa Cather 
Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen 
House Rules by Jodi Picoult 
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 

BULLETIN BOARD  

The Blessing of the Animals  
All are invited to come Sunday, October 2, 3:00pm, in the grove of trees behind St. 
James for the annual Blessing of the Animals.  Members of the parish as well as the 
local community can bring their cats, dogs, and any pet to be blessed by Rev.  Walsh.  
There will also be wonderful pet parade and food for animals and people. 
 

The Blessing of the Animals is an old Christian tradition dating back to the early 13th 
Century and to St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of animals and the environment.  
The Blessing of the Animals is not only a fun event and a time to seek Godõs protection 
and blessing of our pets, but it is also an opportunity to remember and to honor a per-
son who helped shape the course of Western Christianityõ ð St. Francis. 
 

Francis, after renouncing his personal wealth, wandered about the countryside 
preaching penance, brotherly love, and peace.  He devoted himself to working among 
the outcasts of society, especially the lepers.  Over time he gathered around him disci-
ples who also went forth preaching to the people the importance of spiritual salvation 
and abnegation of worldly things.  It was a powerful message, one that began to reso-
nate throughout European Christendom.  By the end of his life, many came to see 
Francis as a holy man, one who was chosen to carry Godõs word to a sinful world. 

 

Not long after his death, as the message and good works of Francis were passed on to succeeding generations, a body of folklore 
or stories,  emerged that celebrated Francis as a friend of animals.  He was said to have preached to the birds, to have tamed a 
wolf, and to have performed  other miraculous acts with animals.  These stories are, quite probably, apocryphal, but there is no 
doubt that Francis was deeply appreciative of the environment and animals.  He made this very clear in a poem that he wrote in 
1224 titled òCanticle of the Sunó which expresses appreciation for Brother Sun, Sister Moon, Mother Earth, Brother Fire, and all 
of Godõs creations.  Indicative of his appreciation for animals was one passage in the òCanticleó that went "All praise to you, Oh 
Lord, for all these brother and sister creaturesó. 
 

St. Francis of Assisi died in the evening of October 3, 1226, òbeing then in the forty-fifth year of his age and the twentieth from 
his conversion to Christó, some seven hundred and eighty-two years ago.  He left an enormous impact on Western Christianity 
by helping emphasizing Christõs call for salvation over the importance of worldly goods.  The Blessing of the Animals on Sunday, 
October 2, will be  a continuation of the Christian tradition of blessing the animals, and an opportunity to remember St. Francisõ 
message. 
 

John Thompson, Community Life & Mission 

The Prayer of St.  Francis of Assisi 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace; 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master,  grant that I may not  
so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood, as to understand; 
to be loved, as to love; 
for it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=St+Francis+Of+Assisi&view=detail&id=0DF17C08777948958D878ABE81153A6995367339&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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ART & CRAFT FAIR  

Beautiful weather, maybe not, but September 17th was a great day for St. James.  Were-
nõt the yearling Alpacas adorable! We had 46 talented artists and crafters, including 
the Boy Scouts of America and our friends from the Ghanaian church!   
 

We are almost sure to neglect thanking someone, so we would like to express our 
heartfelt thanks to all the members of our parish family who worked tirelessly to en-
sure the success of the Fair; those who set up the building, including cleaning carpets 
and spit polishing the classrooms, donated food for Lunch, brought cakes, cookies, 
muffins and pies for the Bake Sale, and bought Raffle tickets, and then restored the 
furnishings so that Sunday services could proceed without interruption. These func-
tions resulted in raising several thousand dollars ($3,700.00 to date). And last, but not 
least, many thanks for shopping with the vendors. That was their purpose in coming to St. Jamesõ. They were happy to see you!  

 

Special thanks go to Susanne Hillman and Ellen Cleary for their superb support 
and hard work running the Food and Bake Sales ð both were 
tremendously successful.  Our cooks Gus Braun, Bill Iber and 
Mike Morgan (Grill Chefs), Libby Mueller (Soup Chef), Bob 
Blair (Chili Chef), all our St. Jamesõ Pastry Chefs who baked 
for the bake sale, and John & Sara Thompson (Beverages); all 
provided excellent planning and preparation with just the 
right amount of food ð we ran out of hotdogs, had 3 drinks 
left, and 3 bowls of soup ð how perfect could they get! 
 

THE RAFFLE!  HOW FUN!  
Thanks go to Sara Thompson for arranging and organized our raffle items so beautifully and en-
couraged the sale of the tickets throughout the day!   We were especially blessed again this year to 
have Mary Whitehouseõs gorgeous quilts for the raffle!  Maryõs quilts were the reason many people 

bought Raffle tickets!  Parishioners donated Redskins, Harmonizers, and Kennedy 
Center tickets. Jane Fitz procured several additional valuable items as well ð ticket 
sales increased even more! 
 

Thank you Carol Fogelsong for artfully designing our site map and vendor list for 
us!  It was just perfect!  Amber Tussing played the bagpipes for a musical interlude 
in the morning ð hauntingly beautiful ð thank you Amber! 
 

We canõt forget to thank those talented artists and crafters who contributed to our own booth ð lovely!  Ann 
Chadwick  and Mckayla Braden artfully arranged and managed our St. Jamesõ booth.  Thank you so much, and a 
big thank you to those who manned the booth throughout the day.  If you missed it, look for our booth sale dur-
ing the next several weeks!   
 

While the Fair was only one our fall fundraisers, an activity like this has a broader purpose and benefit. We be-
come closer as a church family through working together, sharing laughter, attaining our goals, and loving and supporting one 
another.   Others, specifically the vendors and those who came to the Fair on September 17, witnessed how we as Christians, 
interact with one another and how we show concern and hospitality to those whom we know less well. Several vendors re-
marked that ours was one of the events they like best because of the way we organ-
ize it and graciously provide for their needs (it shows that we care about them). As 
the song says, òTheyõll know we are Christians by our love.ó  
 

With love and grateful appreciation,  
Andy De La Cour & Laurie doCarmo 
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ADULT EDUCATION FOR OCTOBER  

Thanks to George Holthaus and Andy 
DeLaCour for taking these great pictures. 

In October we will continue our study of Godõs creation and how the Israelitesõ 40-year journey in 
the wilderness shaped their faith.  Join us from 9:15 ð 10:00 am in Braxton Hall to study and discuss 
Godõs word and how it applies to us today.  Come early for coffee and visit with friends. 
 

October 2 ð òGodõs Loving Wisdomó  
How do the Ten Commandments demonstrate Godõs love for us?  Godõs wise laws show us how to 
live life more abundantly, shape our community of faith, and expand our understanding of His in-
tent. 
 

October 9 ð òGod Mattersó 
We find ourselves accompanying the people of Israel in the wilderness.  Their experiences shaped 
their character and also remind us of what matters to God. 
 

October 16 ð òWilling Relationshipó 
òI know you by name,ó God told Moses.  How comforting, indeed, how exhilarating, to realize the 
depth of meaning in these words!  It is a Holy Mystery---the ease of interplay between human and 
holy, and, perhaps, in our own meeting times with God. 
 

October 23 ð òGodõs Story, Our Storiesó 
Some stories are agents of the Divine, reminding us that each one of us has a significant place in 
Godõs unfolding story.  This week, the story of Mosesõ life comes to an end, but continues as a sacred 
story into the next era of Godõs creativity. 
 

October 30 ð òGod with Usó 
When we step into the unknown, we can count on Godõs steadfast accompaniment.  His loving concern is embodied in indi-
viduals and communities.  When we tell stories and enact rituals of our journey, we understand again and again what it means 
to live and move and have our being within God. 
 

Looking Ahead 
 

November 6 ð òReady to Shineó  
What does it mean to shine with the light of Christ?  How can we be ready?  Today we will explore what it means to encourage 
one another to choose Godõs loving ways and to tend to the things that nurture faith. 
 

You are invited to lead an Adult Education Forum.   
Program material is provided.   Contact Ann Chadwick at 703-780-4054 or twcassociates@msn.com.    

mailto:twcassociates@msn.com

